
VETERINARY FEED DIRECTIVE



VETERINARY FEED DIRECTIVE???
¢ Also known as a VFD
¢ a written statement that authorizes the owner or 

caretaker of animals to obtain and use animal 
feed containing VFD drugs to treat their animals 
in accordance with the FDA-approved directions 
for use. 

¢ VFD drugs are limited to use under the 
professional supervision of a licensed 
veterinarian. 

¢ No extra-label uses of a VFD drugs are 
permitted. 



WHY THE BIG DEAL NOW?
¢ Lot of public concern over how antibiotics are 

used in Agriculture
� Promote correct use of antibiotics
� Reduce antibiotic resistance
� Protect public health

¢ FDA eliminated production uses (growth 
promotion and feed efficiency)

¢ All other use (therapeutic) will have to be under 
the supervision of a veterinarian



PRODUCTION VS. THERAPY

¢ Many of the antibiotics we use have labels that 
were approved a long time ago and have a 
treatment level stating
� Indications for use – Increased rate of weight gain 

and improved feed efficiency
¢ We will not be able to use affect antibiotics for 

these reasons anymore
¢ Treatment claims read like – Treatment of 

bacterial enteritis caused by Escherichia coli 
susceptible to XYZ



VETERINARY REQUIREMENTS

¢ Must be licensed in that state
¢ Valid VCPR
¢ Prepare the written VFD
¢ Provide a copy to the producer



VCPR???
¢ Veterinary – Client – Patient – Relationship
¢ Usually defined by the state
¢ Engage with the client (i.e., the animal producer) 

to assume responsibility for making clinical 
judgments about patient (i.e., animal) health

¢ have sufficient knowledge of the patient by virtue 
of patient examination and/or visits to the facility 
where the patient is managed

¢ and provide for any necessary follow-up 
evaluation or care



PRODUCER REQUIREMENTS

¢ Only feed the medicated feed to the animals on 
the VFD issued by a licensed veterinarian

¢ Do not use the VFD past the expiration date
¢ Keep your records for 2 years



AFFECTED DRUGS

¢ Medically Important
¢ Products deemed “important for human 

medicine” and used by both animals and humans
� Penicillins
� Cephalosporins
� Quinolones
� Fluoroquinolones
� Tetracyclines
� Macrolides
� Sulfas
� Glycopeptides



AFFECTED FEED DRUGS



NOT AFFECTED

¢ Dewormers
¢ Carbadox
¢ Babermycins
¢ Ionophores
¢ Bacitracin



EXTRA LABEL USE?
¢ Not allowed in Feed
¢ When antibiotics are used in feed they must 

EXACTLY follow the label.
� Dose
� Combinations
� Disease being treated
� Species



WHAT MUST BE ON A VFD?
¢ veterinarian’s name, address, and telephone number
¢ client’s name, business or home address, and telephone number
¢ premises at which the animals specified in the VFD are located
¢ date of VFD issuance
¢ expiration date of the VFD
¢ name of the VFD drug(s)
¢ species and production class of animals to be fed the VFD feed
¢ approximate number of animals to be fed the VFD feed by the expiration date of the 

VFD
¢ indication for which the VFD is issued
¢ level of VFD drug in the feed and duration of use
¢ withdrawal time, special instructions, and cautionary statements necessary for use 

of the drug in conformance with the approval
¢ number of reorders (refills) authorized, if permitted by the drug approval, 

conditional approval, or index listing
¢ the statement: “Use of feed containing this veterinary feed directive (VFD) drug in 

a manner other than as directed on the labeling (extralabel use), is not permitted”; 
• an affirmation of intent for combination VFD drugs as described in 21 CFR 
558.6(b)(6)

¢ veterinarian’s electronic or written signature.





CHLORTETRACYCLINE - TURKEYS

¢ 200g/ton – MS
¢ 400g/ton – Hexamitiasis
¢ 25mg/lb – bacteria associated with bluecomb

susceptible to CTC

¢ Poults under 4 weeks – 400g/ton – Salmonella 
typhimurium



ROFENAID

¢ Coccidia
¢ Pasteurella multocida (cholera)



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO A PRODUCER

¢ Develop a relationship with a veterinarian soon
� Work with together to develop treatment protocols

¢ Critically asses how you use antibiotics 
� Are there management changes that can help reduce 

antibiotic use
� Are you using the correct drugs for the disease 

challenge
� Diagnostics





THE FUTURE?
¢ Water meds will fall under this rule starting 

2017
¢ Will also require a prescription
¢ Has to be used as the label directs

� There is some leeway for EXTRA LABEL use but this 
is a serious matter and there needs to be good 
documentation as to way EXTRA LABEL was 
needed.



ON FARM INVENTORY – WATER MEDS

¢ As long as a producer and veterinarian maintain 
an ongoing VCPR 

¢ The producer must also be able to accurately 
track inventory



TREATMENT PROTOCOLS

¢ Having detailed treatment protocols
¢ An ongoing VCPR
¢ Inventory tracking 
¢ Will allow a producer to utilize a long 

duration(dependent on state requirements)/multi 
flock prescription for water soluble medications



AFFECTED WATER DRUGS



TREATMENT PROTOCOLS

¢ Having detailed treatment protocols
¢ An ongoing VCPR
¢ Inventory tracking 
¢ Will allow a producer to utilize a long 

duration(dependent on state requirements)/multi 
flock prescription for water soluble medications



CONTACT INFORMATION

¢ Jill Nezworski DVM
¢ Blue House Veterinary LLC

� 145 W Yellowstone Trail
� Buffalo Lake MN 55314

¢ 507-995-5791
¢ drjill@bluehousevet.com


