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Proceedings Guidelines 

 
 

Presentations for the Proceedings are MANDATORY. 

Due:  February 1, 2014 
 

Email to: ldurben@midwestpoultry.com.  
 

All speakers are required to submit a Proceedings of their talk on or before February 1, 2013.  

 

 Include in the proceedings what you want people to remember from your talk and what you want them 

to take home with them to use. Our objective is to provide a Proceedings for our attendees that can serve 

as a reference guide in daily practice.  Many attendees rely on the Proceedings as their main source of 

information from the convention, especially if they are unable to attend concurrent sessions. We also sell 

proceedings to those who cannot attend the convention but would like a summary of the education 

sessions. 

 

 Please provide a summary of your presentation in paragraph form, with charts and graphs optional if 

you plan to use them. Proceedings preferably should be at least 2 pages in length. More pages are 

okay. 

 

 Submitting only your Powerpoint slides or a basic outline of your presentation is strongly 

discouraged.  Instead, we ask you to write out what you want your audience to remember. Data 

tables and/or graphs are okay, as well. 

 

 Submit a copy of your presentation via e-mail to ldurben@midwestpoultry.com.   

 

 Do NOT fax your presentation. 

 

 Acceptable formats: Microsoft Word, PDF files, WordPerfect, Rich Text Format or Pages. If you have a 

question about formats, please contact Lara Durben at ldurben@midwestpoultry.com.   

 

 Do NOT submit a cover page – On page one, near the top, center the title of your talk and below it 

type your name, your title, your company and complete address/contact information. 

 

 Fonts should be basic – i.e., Times New Roman, Helvetica, Garamond, Arial or Verdana. 

 

 Use 11 or 12-point type and single-space your type. 

 

 If you do NOT want your presentation to be provided to the media or published on the MPF Web site, 

please let Lara Durben know (ldurben@midwestpoultry.com).    

 

 

 

 

Important 
A sample submission from a previous Proceedings is included below – please refer to it  

for style, format and content suggestions.  
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NATIONAL AIR QUALITY SITE ASSESSMENT TOOL (NAQSAT) 
Darrin Karcher 
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Animal Science Department 

East Lansing, MI 48824 
dkarcher@msu.edu  

 
Background 
The National Air Quality Site Assessment Tool (NAQSAT) was developed for poultry and livestock producers to 
assist them in determining the areas on their operations where opportunities exist to make changes resulting in 
reduced air emissions. (http://naqsat.tamu.edu). The tool is intended for voluntary and educational use and can be 
more valuable when conducted in cooperation with agency personnel or private consultants. The tool can be used 
for swine, dairy, beef, broilers chickens, laying hens and turkeys and has been designed in cooperation with more 
than 20 university professionals and fifteen partnering agencies to be applicable across the diversity of enterprises 
in the nation. The on-line tool addresses eight constituents of concern that relate to air emissions: animals and 
housing, feed and water, collection and transfer of manure, manure storage, land application, mortalities, on-farm 
records and public perception. NAQSAT is based on the most accurate, credible data currently available regarding 
mitigation strategies for air emissions of ammonia, methane, volatile organic compounds, hydrogen sulfide, 
particulates, and odor. When the science-based data was lacking, theories were based on the best professional 
judgment by leading air quality scientists. This allowed for both quantitative and qualitative based information to 
be used in developing the feedback portion of the tool. Pop-up pictures assist the user in determining the relative 
rating to select when questions require a visual evaluation of the existing practices. The effectiveness results 
presents a bar graph that estimates the degree to which current management has incorporated practices to 
manage air emission given the current understanding of how production practices impact emissions and the 
opportunity for additional changes to mitigate air emissions.  
 
Case-Study 
A commercial turkey producer located in the Midwest is interested in changes that can be made to the grow-out 
house to reduce air emissions. The producer raises toms that are 35 to 40 pounds market weight with a feed 
conversion of 2.7. The grow-out house has curtain sides with ceiling fans, bell waterers, and he uses litter 
amendments. When needed, the producer will fog or sprinkle to cool the turkeys without excessive water 
accumulation on the floor. The feed is purchased from the local mill. The waterers are checked daily for leaks and 
flushed at the end of each flock. A complete clean-out occurs after each flock and litter is stockpiled in a covered 
storage area until it is sold. Daily mortalities are collected and stored in a freezer until the renderer arrives. There 
are gravel-covered roads around the facility that are restricted from public access. The producer has planted 
several windbreaks and vegetative buffers along the roads and practices track-out control on the roads that leave 
the facility. However, the producer is not concerned about neighbor perceptions or timing of manure removal 
from the grow-out house or storage area. 
 
Entering this information into NAQSAT yields the following table: 
 

Sample Proceedings Submission 

mailto:dkarcher@msu.edu
http://naqsat.tamu.edu/


2014 MPF Convention 

March 18-20, 2014 

Saint Paul RiverCentre | Saint Paul, Minnesota 

 

 
 
 
The producer can improve in areas dealing with odor, particulate matter, and ammonia. Depending on the 
availability of funds or willingness to change management practices, the producer can use the tool to simulate 
changes made and the impact on air emissions. Discussion with the producer revealed that no changes could be 
made in the animals and housing area at this point in time; rather the areas of collection and transfer and 
perception would yield the biggest benefit. The producer decided to investigate what would happen if he decided 
to raise 2 flocks on the same litter using strategies like tilling and de-caking between flocks reducing the complete 
clean-out to yearly. In the perception area, the producer decided to be mindful of neighbor activities, time of day, 
season, and weather forecasts. Considering these changes and entering the information into NAQSAT changed the 
table. 
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The effectiveness results indicate marked improvements in the areas of perception and collection and transfer. 
The changes made in the perception area are more important to neighbor relations and do not necessarily mean 
actual changes have occurred to air emissions. The tool will allow the producer to continue to experiment with 
different options and discover what may work the best for his production facility while understanding what trade-
offs may exist. 
 
Summary 
The NAQSAT assessment tool evaluates management practices and control technologies that are in place or under 
consideration relative to the potential for managing emissions from the given facility and associated infrastructure. 
The tool is unique in that multiple gaseous emissions, including odor, particulates, hydrogen sulfide, ammonia, 
methane, and VOCs will be considered during a single assessment. The tool does not provide emissions data; 
rather it is designed to provide producers with opportunities to make on-farm changes to reduce air emissions. 

The tool provides the opportunity to run scenarios with proposed changes to determine the 
impact a new practice would have on emissions. Trade-offs may exist within a production system such 

that all categories of emissions cannot effectively be minimized. NAQSAT does not provide emissions data 
and/or regulatory guidance. The tool provides a free, voluntary, non-threatening, on-line, user-friendly 

format. When used in concert with consultants, NRCS personnel and published emission mitigation resources, 
livestock producers will identify areas of concern within their operation and alternative management practices that 
reduce air emissions from all aspects of their production systems. 
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Partners and Funding Sources 
The development of the NAQSAT tool would not have been possible without the support and sponsorship of the 
following groups: 

 C.E. Meadows Endowment, Michigan State University 

 Colorado Livestock Association 

 Iowa Turkey Federation 

 Iowa Pork Producers 

 Iowa Pork Industry Center 

 Iowa State University Experiment Station 

 Michigan Milk Producers Association 

 Michigan Pork Producers Association 

 Michigan State University Extension 

 National Pork Board 

 University of California, Davis 

 University of Georgia Department of Poultry Science 

 University of Maryland Department of Animal and Avian Sciences 

 Nebraska Environmental Trust 

 Western United Dairymen 

 Colorado State University 

 Iowa State University 

 Michigan State University 

 Oregon State University 

 Penn State University 

 Purdue University 

 Texas A&M University 

 University of California, Davis 

 University of Georgia 

 University of Maryland 

 University of Minnesota 

 University of Nebraska 
 

 


