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Challenges with Avian Influenza 

• Invisible threat 

• Highly contagious 

• Moves quickly via flyways 

• Incubation period that allows birds to be 
contagious before showing symptoms, which 
helps disease spread if no biosecurity 
measures are in place 



• Prevention of infection is our best defense 
against disease. 

• The basics of biosecurity on free range 
farms is similar to that on other farms. 

• The following measures will help limit 
disease from entering ranches. 

Biosecurity Helps Prevent Disease 



Perimeter Control 
• Build secure fencing to keep out trespassers 

• Keep facilities free of holes to keep out wild 
birds and animals 

• Eliminate harborage to prevent wild animals in 
barns 

 



Sanitation 
• Require hand washing, footpans, and clean 

clothes such as coveralls for all visitors 

• Sanitize equipment before using and after 
going to other facilities  

• Wash tires for all cars before entering the 
facilities 



Visitor Policy 
• Require 72 hours between visits at 

different farms 

• Limit visitors to necessary personnel 
only 

• Ensure that the visitor policy and all 
biosecurity policies are communicated 
before entering the facility and that 
visitors agree to follow procedures 

• Require visitors to sign in before 
entering  



Staff Education 

• Restrict employees from keeping birds, 
visiting other ranches, or attending bird 
fights 

• Continually train and update them on 
biosecurity procedures 

• Educate them on warning signs  

     of sick birds and procedures for  

     reporting and handling sick  

     birds 



Limiting Contact with Wild Birds 
Outdoors 

The main challenge with outdoor access is 
discouraging contact with wild birds in the outdoor 
area.  We can attempt to accomplish this by  

• Removing food from the outdoor area 

• Placing tarps over the outdoor area 

• Keeping trees thin so they are not inviting to wild 
birds 

• Tying up tin foil or placing scarecrows to keep birds 
away 

 



Biosecurity is Top Priority 
While outdoor access requirements are important, 
the health and wellbeing of our birds are always our 
top priority. 
 
Therefore, we must always put biosecurity first.  We 
have sought exemptions to outdoor access 
requirements to allow birds to be kept inside when 
veterinarians have determined the threat of disease 
to be so high as to outweigh the outdoor 
requirement. 


