2020 MPF Virtual Convention & Trade Show
Schedule
All times are CT

MPF's Virtual On-Demand Access through August 31
brought to you by our Diamond & Platinum Sponsors:

Focus On: Turkey Track
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2020
9:00 am - 9:30 am
Chairs: Dr. Robert Beckstead, North Carolina State University & Mr. Ron Kean, University of Wisconsin

Trends in E. Coli, Clostridium Performance And Salmonella for Turkeys
Theresia Lavergne, Ph.D, P.A.S., Arm & Hammer
This presentation will provide information on Avian Pathogenic E. coli (APEC) trends over time and by age in turkeys.
The incidence of virulence associated genes and genotyping will be included. The incidence of Clostridium perfringens
over time and by age, as well as its genetic diversity will be discussed. Salmonella loads in turkeys also will be reviewed.

2:30 pm - 4:00 pm
Management Best Practices: Small Details can have the Biggest Impact
Mr. Peter Gruhl, Hybrid Turkeys
Raising turkeys is equal parts science and art. It involves precise measurement of various factors
throughout the life of the flock. It also requires that farmers be able to look and listen to their flocks
and sense when something is just...“not right”. On the scientific side, decades of experience show that adjusting the
small details and investing time and effort at the beginning of life can have the biggest impact on total performance. What
are these small details and how can you address them in your operation? Peter will discuss some key areas to focus on
in the early life of a flock to help you achieve great results with less effort over the life of the flock.

Determine Feed Additive Efficacy
John Boney, Ph.D, Penn State
This presentation will outline how feed additives are developed implemented, and evaluated given the hurdles of modern
turkey production. An important point of discussion is how university derived data is used in the process of
implementation of commercial feed additives. Effective study models are designed to eliminate factors that
contribute to error. However, commercial environments contain these factors that were purposely eliminated in the
university research setting. This presentation will discuss how both university data and field observations are essential in
determining feed additive efficacy and return on investment.

Turkey Diagnostic Case Exercise
Drs. Robert Porter, Saad Garaibeh, Elise Gerken, University of Minnesota and Jennie-O Turkey Store
Exciting interactive dive into a real world clinical turkey health challenge! Participants will have the opportunity to assess
flock history and diagnostic information in order to troubleshoot the underlying cause, suggest treatment,
and identify preventative measures. The case history and diagnostic information will be provided online to the audience
prior to the live virtual session. Be ready with your thinking caps on!

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Aspects of LED Lighting: Turkey Behavior, Performance and Well-Being
Ms. Brooke Bartz, North Carolina State
Light is a major contributor from the environment which affects performance and wellbeing in poultry species. LED light
bulbs are becoming more prevalent in production and are available in a variety of wavelengths that can be specified for
each production type. Herein we will concisely address what makes LED lights different than other traditional light
sources in addition to how these bulbs affect turkey hen performance and wellbeing.

Effect of Feed Form on Turkey Performance
Dr. Marcus Kenny, Aviagen Turkeys
A recent evaluation examined the effect of different feed forms to represent the range of feed physical quality observed
in the field. Dr. Kenny will present information from three different feed treatments and what the data showed. The study
also assessed the effect of feed physical quality on enteric condition by assessing different components of the small
intestine and the presentation will provide assessment results. In summary, the results reinforce the potential of feed
form in improving performance and enteric condition and why feed physical quality should be continuously assessed
within the organization.

Protozoal Management in Turkey Production
Ms. Elle Chadwick, North Caroline State University
Presentation summary not available.

What You Need to Know about Raising the Modern Turkey
Mr. Ira Brister, Aviagen Turkeys
Modern turkeys are the product of decades of genetic improvement. The focus of selection programs has been on
increasing average daily gains, breast meat yield, and improving feed efficiency. Fitness and welfare traits need to be
balanced with the commercial traits to ensure strong and healthy turkeys. The science of genetics will continue to
accelerate future changes. This means that “optimal” conditions represent a moving target. What use to be good
enough is no longer good enough!

Focus On:
Pullet/Egg Layer Track
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2020
9:00 am - 11:00 am
Chairs: Dr. Ken Koelkebeck, University of Illinois, and Dr. Darrin Karcher, Purdue University

The 30,000-foot View of U.S. Egg Industry - It's Not Looking Good
Mr. Chad Gregory, United Egg Producers
Presentation summary not available.

The Current State of Pullet and Layer Health Status in the U.S.
Eric Gingerich, DVM, Diamond V
Dr. Gingerich's presentation will cover the following topics: results of the annual survey conducted by the
Association of Veterinarians in Egg Production (AVEP); the top-ranking diseases in each of four categories, 1) caged
pullets, 2) cagefree pullets, 3) caged layers, and 4) cagefree layers; and a discussion on current diseases of concern
(infectious Coryza, False Layer Syndrome, Fowl Cholera, Focal Ulcerative Dermatitis, Egg Drop Syndrome, Bedbugs).

Outcome-Based Measures for the Layer Industry
Mr. Larry Sadler, United Egg Producers
Presentation summary not available.

Common Gut Health Challenges in Laying Hens
Anita Menconi, DVM, Evonik Corporation
Several research and discussions around the topic of gut health have taken place within the poultry industry. The health
status of the gastrointestinal tract has an impact on several layers of production, including feed digestion, absorption,
and efficiency, disease management, foodborne pathogen control, and ultimately production parameters. Laying out
the possible issues and their connection with production systems as well as assessing the newest findings on the topic is
imperative in order to make the connection between science and day to day production. Therefore, the goal of
this presentation is to overview the most common challenges and explore the potential impact of different production
settings on the gut health of laying hens.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020
9:00 am - 11:00 am
Management of Ectoparasites in Cage-Free Housing Systems
Dr. Cassie Krejci, MGK
Insect pests are more than just an inconvenience for poultry producers; they are devastating to the flock in the form of
weight and production losses. As cage-free systems become more frequent in poultry production, we are forced to
evaluate how insect control measures should adapt to ensure efficacy. Three common ectoparasites commonly
encountered in poultry facilities are mites, poultry lice, and bed bugs. The key to insect control is integrated pest
management (IPM). Simply put, IPM is the combination of several insect control measures to combat a pest population,
including sanitation, physical barriers, cultural control methods, and insecticides.

Keel Bone Fractures in Commercial Poultry: What We Know
Dr. Prafulla Regmi, NC State University
Presentation summary not available.

Euthanasia of Spent Hens
Mr. Ryan Moyle, Hen, Inc.
Discussion of humane on-farm spent hen euthanasia using CO2 focusing on studies detailing the bird welfare impact of
CO2 as a means of euthanasia and the challenges of implementing a humane on-farm CO2 euthanasia system.
Moreover, new equipment and systems are introduced that meet those challenges and provide for verifiable third-party
certification scheme that adds value to the supply chain..

Air Intake / Ventilation House Design for Cage-Free
Mr. Jorn Rinia, Tulderhof Ventilation and Welfare
Presentation summary not available.

Focus On: Broiler Track
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2020
9:00 am - 10:00 am
Chairs: Dr. Jon Moyle, University of Maryland & Dr. Zac Williams, Michigan State University

Back to Basics
Dr. Jon Moyle, University of Maryland
Stress is the top reason birds don’t perform at their best. In order to lower stress growers need to concentrate on basic
management strategies. By making sure that the barns are step up properly and ready when the birds arrive is one of
the best things growers can do to get birds started off correctly and prevent stress. As the birds age, pay attention to
other basic management principals such as, feed, water, litter, ventilation, lighting and biosecurity. By concentrating on
these basic principles, bird performance can be improved.

Litter Amendments
Ms. Amy Syster, ChemTrade Logistics
Presentation summary not available.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020
9:00 am - 10:00 am
Water Quality in Broiler Facilities
Dr. Susan Watkins, University of Arkansas
Water is the number one nutrient input for flock production, yet the need for optimal quality can be overlooked. Taking
time to assess and evaluate water systems and using this information to develop a program specific for the operation
can help reduce waterborne risks like E coli, Staphylococcus, Salmonella, cholera, and more. This presentation will
provides insight into how to build a successful water program.

Ventilation of Broiler Facilities
Mr. Michael Czarick, University of Georgia
Presentation summary not available.

Focus On:
NUTRITION TRACK
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2020
9:00 am - 10:00 am
Chairs: Dr. Mike Lilburn, The Ohio State University and Dr. Curtis Novak, Purina Animal Nutrition

Gut Health in Poultry Production
Marcos Rostagno, DVM, Phytobiotics North American LLC
Gut health is costly and very challenging to the global poultry industry. However, many gaps of knowledge and
understanding still exist. In this presentation, we will address 3 key questions: We will begin by exploring why gut
health emerged to become a dominant topic in the poultry industry. Then, we will discuss about what gut health means.
Finally, we will discuss about how the poultry industry should deal with the complex and challenging issue of gut health.

Fatty Acids in ABF Poultry Production: A Nutritionist's Perspective
Dr. Reza Poureslami, Purina Animal Nutrition
Few species of Eimeria spp. impact poultry species e.g., broilers and turkeys with major economic losses. The role of
fatty acids on controlling Eimeria spp challenge has been investigated in limited number of studies. Challenge studies
on the use of n-3 fatty acids from fish oil (2.5 to 10%), expressed flax seed oil (10%) yielded promising results
in reducing E. tenella-induced lesions in chickens (Kollanoor Johny and Venkitanarayanan, 2012). Yang et al.
(2006) reported that supplementation of fatty acids in poultry oil (more in C16:0, C18:1 and C18:2 n-6) elevated
mortality rate in chickens infected with E. tenella. However, the studies oils did not reduce the lesions in chickens
caused by E. tenella infection.

Focus On:
Processing
(All Birds)
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2020
2:30 pm - 4:00 pm
Chairs: Dr. Deana R. Jones, USDA Agricultural Research Service & Dr. Manpreet Singh, University of Georgia

AMS Egg Facility Sanitation Overview
Mr. Jeff Hendricks, USDA Agricultural Marketing Service
The voluntary grade shielding of agricultural products is overseen by the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service
(AMS). One of the components of the voluntary grade standards for shell eggs is a pre-operational
sanitation inspection conducted by AMS graders before processing begins. The pre-operational sanitation
inspection encompasses the entire processing line, as well as other areas of the facility, including: coolers, dry
storage, chemical storage, employee areas, and facility exterior. The intent of the entire voluntary grading program
is to ensure wholesome, high quality eggs reach consumers. AMS reassessed and updated pre-operational
sanitation expectations, which went into effect January 1, 2020. This presentation will summarize egg
processing facility pre-operational sanitation expectations for official plants. Inspection outcomes since the changes
at the beginning of the year will also be summarized. Additionally, egg processing facility sanitation training
opportunities will also be discussed.

Which Came First: Sanitation or food safety?
Dr. Deana Jones, USDA Agricultural Research Service
Food safety and processing facility sanitation go hand-in-hand. The safety of packaged eggs is dependent on
microbial populations present on nest run eggs and effective processing. The washing of eggs is successful when
flora entering the line on nest run eggs and any residual on processing equipment surfaces is greatly reduced or
eliminated. Research has shown that microbial loads remaining on processing equipment can lead to product
contamination and food safety and product spoilage concerns. Research found shell egg processing equipment
sanitation practices were not reducing microbial levels. Many years later, during a foodborne outbreak
investigation, the outbreak isolate was detecting in the egg processing facility. Understanding the impact of
processing equipment contamination on egg safety and quality is key to developing and implementing successful
facility sanitation programs.

Focus on Exports
Ms. Lisa Picard, National Turkey Federation; Mary Alice Cain, USA Poultry & Egg Export Council; and Mr.
Oscar Garrison, United Egg Producers
The USA Poultry & Egg Export Council (USAPEEC), National Turkey Federation, and the United Egg Producers
will provide a poultry and egg world market overview and detail the current status of U.S. exports of these
commodities.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020
9:00 am - 10:30 pm
Value-Added Poultry Products (White Striping)
Dr. Harshavardhan Thippareddi, University of Georgia
No presentation summary available

Poultry Meat Safety Hot Topics
Dr. Manpreet Singh, University of Georgia
No presentation summary available

A Pre-Harvest Interventions and Implications on Safety of Turkey Processing
Dr. Anup Johny, University of Minnesota
Within a turkey farm, reducing Salmonella to the lowest levels is an important strategy to further reduce or eliminate
the bacteria during the processing stages. Hence, a comprehensive control strategy to prevent transmission of
foodborne pathogens to products must begin in the live birds and continue along the different stages of production.
Both probiotics and plant-derived compounds are ideal candidates for Salmonella control as they cater to the
growing consumer preference towards products with "clean labels" and the dedication of the poultry industry to
ensuring the safety of their products. The presentation will include recent research-based information on the use of
natural strategies to control Salmonella at the pre- and postharvest levels and how that translates into safe-guarding
microbiological safety of turkey products.

Focus On:
lunchtime learning
(Featured Content)
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2020
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
Chairs: Dr. Ken Koelkebeck, University of Illinois, and Dr. Darrin Karcher, Purdue University

A New Framework for Internal Communications for Farmers
and Food Producers
Ms. Hinda Mitchell, Inspire PR
Hinda Mitchell, president of Inspire PR Group, a national strategic communications firm based in Columbus, Ohio,
will discuss why now more than ever, food and farm businesses should make communicating and transparency
with employees a top priority. The presentation will include:
Why the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted employee/employer relationships
How negative employee experiences can harm brand reputation
Social media and traditional media – do your employees know what’s OK?
Tools and resources for connecting with employees
The importance of company culture and values when engaging your team
Tips and tricks for effective communications

Panel: Impact of COVID-19 on Egg & Turkey Markets
Dr. Maro Ibarburu, Egg Industry Center and Dr. Tom Elam, FarmEcon LLC
Dr. Maro Ibarburu from Egg Industry Center knows the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting stay-at-home
recommendations impacted the shell egg and the egg products industries very differently. While the shell egg
industry benefited by a huge but short-lived spike in demand from consumers buying more food at retailers, the
egg products industry suffered the lack of demand for liquid and dried eggs from restaurants and hospitality
services. These market shocks resulted in supply changes that will likely extend some months.
Dr. Tom Elam is a familiar expert to many of us and he knows the economics of turkey production and processing.
He will give his take on how COVID-19 has and will continue to impact the turkey industry in the coming months.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020
12:00 pm - 1:15 pm
Basic Market Outlook & Hedging Strategy
Mr. Dustin Baker, Commodity Ingredients Hedging
Grain Market Outlook: Agribusinesses are facing a period of unprecedented uncertainty in the face of the COVID19 pandemic and its socio-economic consequences. While the long-term repercussions are unknown, there are
variables in the grain and soybean markets that will continue to affect your current input costs regardless. In this
webinar we will review market fundamentals such as export demand, volatility, and the latest WASDE report. An
appropriate hedging strategy will be also be highlighted to help manage price risk while maintaining opportunity
given the market outlook.

Feed Opportunity with Hemp
Mr. Andrew Bish, Hemp Harvest Works and Bish Enterprises
No presentation summary available

Future-Proofing the U.S. Egg Industry: How the American Egg Board is
Driving Demand for Generations to Come
Ms. Emily Metz, American Egg Board
The new President and CEO of the American Egg Board will present how the organization is positioning eggs to
continue to drive demand in the future.

Focus On:
Hot Production Topics
(Featured Content)
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Chairs: Dr. Ken Koelkebeck, University of Illinois, and Dr. Darrin Karcher, Purdue University

Monitoring Water Quality on Layer and Turkey Farms
Dr. Susan Watkins, University of Arkansas
Water is the number one nutrient input for flock production, yet the need for optimal quality can be overlooked. Taking
time to assess and evaluate water systems and using this information to develop a program specific for the operation
can help reduce waterborne risks like E coli, Staphylococcus, Salmonella, cholera, and more. This presentation will
provides insight into how to build a successful water program.

Potential Power Savings with Variable Speed Tunnel Fans
Mr. Michael Czarick, University of Georgia
Presentation summary not available.

Focus On:
Featured Content
(All Birds)
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2020
9:00 am - 10:00 am
Precision Farming Part 1: Utilizing IoT Software and Artificial Intelligence
Mr. Simon Cohen, M-Tech Systems / Mr. Zur Fabian, Exec. VP Diversified Agriculture
No presentation summary available

Precision Farming Part 2: Leveraging the Integration of Smart Devices
Mr. Zur Fabian, Diversified Agriculture / Mr. Simon Cohen, MTECH Systems
No presentation summary available

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020
9:30 am - 10:00 pm
Smart & Efficient Heating Systems
Mr. Tony Whiddon, SRP, and Mr. Terry Lyons, Diversified Agriculture
No presentation summary available

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Chairs: Dr. Ken Koelkebeck, University of Illinois, and Dr. Darrin Karcher, Purdue University

How to Take Advantage of a Research & Development Tax Credit for Farm
Owners and Agribusiness
Former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns, alliantgroup
Mike Johanns was the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture from 2005-2007 as well as the Governor of Nebraska from
1999-2005 and the state’s U.S. Senator from 2009-2015. As alliantgroup’s Chairman of Agriculture, Johanns brings
more than 30 years of experience at virtually every level of government and a strong background in both agriculture
and economic development. Johanns will discuss in detail a tax credit for farm owners and agribunesses that is
underutilized and could be very beneficial starting today for your business!

